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Last month I reviewed r-ecordings by clumping them into categories. The
Cramps were in the “psychobilly garage schlock” category, The Bouncing Souls
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were in the “pop punk” category, US Bombs were in the “*77 style punk’”
category, and so on and so forth. This month I return to the old format of
reviewing CDs by doing little write-ups on them. Next month... Who knows!
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== SIZE 14 - “Size 14" 1like Weezer and I like Nerf Herder
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- even if a lot of people are saying that they're copying
Weezer. True, Nerf Herder does have that nerdy pop
thing going, along with a NoFX style of playing music, but
at least they’re just taking a little bit of Weezer and a little
bit of NoFX, and mixing it with their own style, and not
COMPLETELY FUCKIN’ RIPPING OFF WEEZER!...
like Size 14 is doing. Going completely overboard with
silly songs about girls, obscure celebrity mentions, and
being boys who drink, date, and dance, Size 14 has
magnified what Weezer is doing to the point that they have
no originality. At least Weezer has the silliness balanced
with the right amount of musicianship. Size 14 seems to be
trying too hard to be a Weezer-like band, and the
musicianship... WHAT musicianship?!? These guys are
nowhere as talented as Weezer! Weezer has posters of
Kiss, Size 14 have posters of Claire Danes. Nerf Herder
likes nose-ring girls, Size 14 likes “punk rock Sharon
Stones”. Weezer likes Japanese girls, Size 14 likes
Japanese juggernauts. Nerf Herder likes old Van Halen,
Size 14 like Jimmy Whalen. Dan likes Weezer and Nerf
Herder, Size 14 likes people who get really drunk in Las
Vegas. See a pattern here? (Volcano, 71 West 23rd Street,
New York, NY. 10010 or Size 14, 7510 Sunset Blvd.,
#107, Hollywood, CA. 90046)

LOVE AMERICAN STYLE - “Undo™: Don't be fooled!
This band may be lead by a guy who looks like a young
Mick Jagger, while the other guys look like mods, but
they're nowhere near as being as cool as any mid-*60s
British rock band! This is an alternative band that at times
sounds like Nirvana and at other times like an *80s new
wave band. The other times they sound like the stuff you
hear on crappy top 40 radio. Wait! Nirvana... ‘80s new

wave... | guess they always sound like crappy top 40 radio! -

(Oxygen, 18 East 53rd Street, 11th floor, New York, NY.
10022)

EAT STATIC - “Science Of The Gods™: Floating around
1n an ambient outer space since 1995's “Epsylon”, this
band has been picked up by a party space craft that zooms
into the scene on the opening track, “Science Of The
Gods”. By track two, “Interceptor”, they 're mingling with
the robots and strange beings on board. and the party
continues on through “Kryll”, "Spawn™, and "Dissection”.
With all the alien liquids flowing at this space age party,

“Pdeudopod” becomes an orgy, and “Bodystealers™ gets
deep inside of you. Just as the party ends, Eat Static

makes “"Contact” and “The Hangar"” finds them getting
placed back into the ambient space. But the heavier beats
and jungle bass lingers on in their veins, never gonna make
the music the same. (Mammoth/Planet Dog)
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E@M@w- “Blood Wrong”: I gota CD by
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—— this group awhile back, [ hated it. I gave it a bad review. [

hate this one too. Stupid chunky heavy metal from the
south. T reckon the boys down there probably like it.
Another Society? Gimmie another CD! One that I'll like!
“Blood Wrong”? This whole thing is wrong! Poo-poo.
(PC Music, 711 8th Ave., San Diego, CA. 92101)

OASIS - “Be Here Now”: This is the best Qasis album to
date! Gone is the snotty British boys attitude that seemed
to dominate past Oasis recordings. This one’s got a very
welcoming sound to it. From the helicopters that bring us
this new, kinder, friendlier Oasis on the opening track “D’
You Know What I Mean?”, to the departing reprise, “All
Around The World”, Oasis seems to be wanting to make
more than hits, they wanna be making friends. Most songs
they sing of brotherhood, and not just blood, but as in
world unity, that is cool. As usual, there is a lot of Beatles-
esque stuff here, but there’s also stuff reminiscent of
another British big boy - David Bowie. Besides the
helicopters on “D’ You Know What | Mean?”, there are
other sound collages amongst the songs. This would be a
disadvantage to a lot of bands, but not Oasis, who handle
these sounds just right. With other bands it’s like, “Oh,
they stuck some weird sounds in here.” With QOasis it’s,
“These sounds are supposed to be here!” (Epic)

LOOP GURU - “Loop Bites Dog”; Techno band that
combines World Beat stuff with electronica. Even better
than their last one. (“Amrita...All These And The Japanese
Soup Warriors”) My favorite track was “Caravan”. Good
stuff, this band knows how to mix it up! (World
Domination, 3575 Cahuenga Blvd. West #450, Los
Angeles, CA, 90068)

THE AQUABATS - “The Return Of": Goofy band that
makes silly faces and wears foam suits. Can you say
“gimmick"? More mentions of pop culture on this CD than
you'd find in the Smithsonian. Star Wars, Play-Doh,
Scooby-Doo, GI Joe, Mr. Magoo, Bonanza, Devo, heavy
metal, more... They play garage, ska, and surf. Three
genres that are hard to take seriously these days, Then
again, since these guys dress up like super heroes, they
probably don’t want to be taken seriously. The singer's
voice often sounds like Lux Interior and Elvis Presley.
The band is what would happen if Man Or Astroman?
started doing California punk. (Horchata/Fearless, 13772
Goldenwest St. #545, Westminster, CA. 92683)

THE SLACKERS - “Red Light”: Ska. Before you groan
and move on to the next review, STOP RIGHT THERE!
This is not the punk-ska that we’re all tired of hearing!
This is the real stuff! Not Reel Big Fish, but The Real
Stuff! Not Less Than Jake, but Better Than Jake! This
band has planted it's boots firmly in the traditional ska,
reggae, and rocksteady sounds of Jamaica. No singing at
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100 miles per hour, no pickituppickitup, just ska in it’s
most traditional sense! This band has soul! Iexpectto

WITHOUT .

start hearing tracks from this CD on Sunday nights at Cross  HEATHER Oh

Street Station’s “Mod, Ska, and Soul Night”! What? You
haven't heard of that yet? Well, look for an article in a
future HOOFSIP about “Michigan Hot Spots”, in which

some of my favorite hang-outs are discussed in a very nice
manner! (HellcatEpitaph) :

FEZ - “Elixir™: I sent this band a HOOFSIP after reading
about them in Metro Time's “In One Ear” column. 1
wanted them to send me something for review. Months
passed, I never got anything. Then, I completely forgot
about it! I went to see The Valentine Six in concert this
month. The opening band was very unusual. They had a
Theremin, pump organ, banjo, alto horn... As [ watched
them play, it all came back to me! Hey! This is that band I
sent a HOOFSIP to! This is Fez! After the concert, [
talked with Fez member Dean Olkowski, he said he had
gotten the HOOFSIP, but had been gone, and was just now
getting around to sending CDs out. Te make a long story
shert, he gave me a CD right there! And to get to the
review, I better stop rambling! The review: Fez plays a
form of music that has sort of a drunken sway to it. It's
like going to a circus and finding out that Anton LaVey is
still pumping the organ pedals, and John Wayne Gacy is
wearing his “Pogo” costume again! Beats that shouldn’t be
played, for they could drive a man insane with their
unnatural beats and timing. It's like a contaminated circus!
It's like getting into a drunk driving accident with a little
car filled with ten clowns! It’s like finding the key to your
parent's liquor cabinet, only to open it and find it full of
watches made of syrup! This band fucks with all forms of
music! They play a series of unusual instruments - the ones
I saw them play live, along with weird ones like a
glockenspiel and pan lids. When I spoke with Dean at their
show, I told him that they remind me of Mr. Bungle. He
told me he never heard of them! [ guess that means he’s
not really ripping off anyone. I mean they do sound like
Mr. Bungle. but if Dean isn’t familiar with Mr. Bungle,
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then I guess he can’t be ripping them off! After listening to
the CD, I thought of another band they remind me of -
Firewater! I wonder if Dean knows who that is?!? (Fez,
P.O. Box 7103, Dearborn, MI. 48121)

AQUA - “Aquarium™ I received two CDs this month by
bands with the word “aqua” in their names. The
Aquabats, and just plain Aqua. Both CDs sucked! Aqua
is that band that does that song “Barbie Girl”. If you're not
familiar with it, then put on any top 40 radio station, and
I'm sure you'll hear it within an hour. They pipe top 40
music through the speakers at my work. [ hear this song
about three times a day! Sometimes more! Now [ know
who does that song! Now I know that song title! And I
still don’t like it! This band is a joke! The lead singer
sounds like she’s inhaled a balloon full of helium, and the
guy who does back-up vocals sounds like a rejected cartoon
character! The pictures inside the CD inlay scream
“STUPIDITY!” Gay (as in dumb) pictures of the members
playfully “fighting” with sea creatures! If you think the B-
Fifthty Twosth are thilly, waith th*til you hear thith band!
Oh boys!!! Yoohoo! (MCA)

CHRIS KNOX - “Yes!!": The premiere D.IY.eris at it
again! Keeping the positive vibe going, Chris Knox just
keeps playing his guitar and Omnichord, and smiling the
whole time. He could care less that he hasn't had a hit,
even though he’s been making music for 20 years. He just
does things his way! All his recordings have been recorded
on his label, in his house, on his 8-track! Every track has a
different sound! There’s pop, rock, bagpipe music, noise,
R.E.M.-like stuff, and it’s a/{ Chris Knox! Yes!! Chris

Knox!! A modemn day renaissance man! (Flying Nun,
P.O. Box 3470, Chapel Hill, NC. 27515-3470)
GRANDADDY - “Under The Western Freeway™: Indie
rock that uses a lot of sampling and space rock techniques.
Each song start out sounding like a video game ora
Commodore 64 1541 disk drive. Sometimes the music
sounds like it's coming out of an old transistor radio.
Pretty decent. (Will, 1122 E. Pike St. #511, Seattle, WA.
98122)
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BY: JOE HORNACEK



17

\THE END.
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